
FOUNDERS’ 
CIRCLE

“Whatever I have tried to do in life, I have
tried with all my heart to do it well; whatever 
I have devoted myself to, I have devoted 
myself completely in great aims and in small.”
Charles Dickens

“You had better live and act your best
and think your best today; for today is
the sure preparation for tomorrow and
all the other tomorrows that follow.”
Harriet Martineau



JOIN THE 
FOUNDERS’ 
CIRCLE
The London Library has been defined by its independence since its foundation 
in 1841. It is a registered charity and receives no government funding or 
statutory grants, yet Library membership fees cover only three-quarters of the 
Library’s running costs. It is therefore thanks to the tremendous generosity of its 
supporters that the Library’s essential resources remain open to all.

Named after the inaugural members of 1841, the Founders’ Circle is a group 
of literary enthusiasts right at the heart of the Library. Their commitment and 
support provides a vital foundation that underpins the Library’s activities, helping 
to ensure it can continue to open its doors, expand and preserve its unique 
collection, and inspire new generations of readers and writers. 

As a member of the Founders’ Circle you will gain a deeper insight into the 
Library and its collection, and enjoy an exclusive programme of events with 
prominent writers and arts experts held at the Library and other cultural 
institutions, in addition to visits to private collections. But more importantly, 
you will be part of a group dedicated to sustaining and developing the Library’s 
invaluable resources that are of such paramount importance to all those who 
care about books.

There are three levels of annual membership, named after three of the Founders: 
Charles Dickens, William Makepeace Thackeray and Harriet Martineau.

“The world is a looking glass and gives back
to every man the reflection of his own face.”
William Makepeace Thackeray

MARTINEAU £1,500 (or £125 per month)*
Enjoy a “behind the scenes” insight into the Library, including the conservation, 
acquisition and archive departments, and the chance to see how your support makes a 
difference to the Library’s work. Benefits include:
– An annual programme of exclusive events with authors and literary experts, held at the 

Library and other cultural institutions
– Invitation for two to the Founders’ Circle Annual Lunch 
– Invitation for two to the Library’s Christmas and Summer Parties
– Recognition of your support in the Library’s magazine, Annual Report and on the website
– A copy of The London Library magazine four times a year
– A regular Founders’ Circle e-newsletter

THACKERAY £5,000 (or £416.67 per month)*
Enjoy all the benefits of Martineau support, plus:
– Invitations to view private book collections
– Invitation for two to the annual Chairman’s Dinner 
– Bespoke tour for you and up to five guests, featuring treasures from the Library’s 

collection
– Bookplates recording your support enclosed within five new books added to the collection 

during the year, ensuring your name is at the heart of the collection in perpetuity
– Two additional invitations to the Library’s Christmas and Summer Parties for your friends 

and family

DICKENS £10,000 (or £833.33 per month)*
Enjoy all the benefits of Thackeray support, plus:
– Invitation for two to an intimate evening reception with the President of The London 

Library
– Bespoke opportunities for involvement with key members of The London Library’s 

specialist staff to discuss your own areas of interest
– Bookplates recording your support enclosed within 10 new books added to the collection 

during the year

* Further to the rules governing tax-efficient giving, all levels of Founders’ Circle support comprise a donation 
and an element of payment for the benefits being offered. These benefits can be purchased separately at this 
price. Martineau membership comprises £1,200 donation/£300 benefits, Thackeray membership comprises 
£4,335 donation/£665 benefits, Dickens membership comprises £9,250 donation/£750 benefits. To discuss 
purchasing benefits separately please contact the Development Office on 020 7766 4719.

For further information about the Founders’ Circle please contact the Development Department:
founderscircle@londonlibrary.co.uk
020 7766 4719


